EASTER WITH MAC & CHEEZ

Week 1

PARENT BIBLE STUDY
Read: Mark 1:16-20, Luke 5:1-11

Even though Peter didn’t fully understand who Jesus was, his first interaction with Jesus
certainly showed him that he was someone special. The miraculously giant catch of fish was
enough evidence for him to know that God was at work in Jesus, and Peter left his old life for a
new one and said yes to following Jesus.

But Peter didn’t change overnight, and technically, he was totally unequipped for what Jesus
called him to. He’d never done anything but fish, and he wasn’t even very good at that. But the
character qualities that made Peter who he was were character qualities Jesus himself created
within him. Jesus wanted to push him even deeper into the persistence, hard work, and
commitment that he used every day as a fisherman. But Jesus knew everything about Peter,
exactly who he was. He was not surprised by Peter’s brashness or arrogance, but over time
graciously refined Peter, calling out blind spots and strengths in him that he never saw in
himself. Rather than spend his life catching fish, Jesus called Peter into something of great
significance: bringing people into God’s kingdom and into relationship with Jesus.

Jesus calls all of us just like he called Peter that day on the lake. But following Jesus in what we
do every day can sometimes feel elusive. It’s easy for us to get hung up on what we aren’t
doing, or don’t have, all the ways we are unqualified, unequipped, and not able to live a life
with impact. We might feel like we don’t know enough or have enough resources to play any
significant part in the kingdom of God. Or maybe out of fear, we just avoid Jesus when he tells
us to cast our nets somewhere else. But Jesus tells all of us not to be afraid. He knows exactly
who he made each of us to be; every part of us is known to him—the good, bad, and ugly.
Wherever we are, whoever we are, and whatever we are doing, Jesus is calling all of us deeper.
He’s graciously revealing our blind spots and building into our strengths. He’s asking us to lean
in and use our unique gifts and personality to bring people into his kingdom and into friendship
with him.
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But like Peter, we have to leave our old lives, the things we used to believe about ourselves, the
ways we used to spend our time and energy, and trust that following him will be the greatest

“yes” we could ever give.

In what ways have you seen Jesus transform you since you said yes to following him?

What comes to mind when you think of the word “calling”? Do you believe your life, the
things you do every day, can be used by God to bring people into his kingdom?
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